In August, 1960 the whole family traveled across the country. This is
Coulter Bay, Grand Teton National Park. Left to right: Dorothy, Michael,
John, Carol and Stephen. This was the Buick that Granddad Levis put the
push-button ignition switch in and; Dot knew what to do under the hood to
get it to start when it was balky.

In August, 1962 the McCormicks and the Munroes went to England on the Queen Mary.
Stephen, Carol and Michael stayed in Delaware. Left to right, clockwise: Dorothy Munroe,
John Munroe, Dick McCormick, Dottie McCormick, Dickie McCormick, Katch McCormick,

and a man from Scranton who went regularly to Whales to hear the singing.
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To Work Or Not To Work:

With home their lab, nine alumnae mothers offer their

Katheryn Levis McCormick "44

are now (or even happier) if I had not worked; but

believe me, 1 would not have been! Dotty, who is
fifteen, never knew any other way of life. One day she
said, “The next time that guidance teacher asks me what
I plan to do, I'm not going to give him the answers he
wants-like teach, be a secretary, be a nurse, I'm going to
write: go to college, get married, and, when my youngest
child is in school full day, get a full or part-time job.”

Before Dick, who is seventecen and a half, went off to
Amberst, I asked him to write his answer to your letter. As
you can see, he and 1 do not interpret “work” to mean just
work done for pay. The effect on the children and home is
the same if the mother spends twenty hours a week on an
activity outside the home, regardless of the payment or
lack of it. Here is Dick’s appraisal: “1 would say that the
‘experience’ (and it is an experiencel) of having a mother
who works is a very varied and unpredictable one. It is
often nerve racking (for example, when instead of having
2 nice normal dinner at 6:15 p.m. we get a dish of tunafish
at 7:30 — for dessert, ‘Why cookies, dear’). But it is also
very inspiring to think that one’s mother is doing some-
thing very worth-while, that she is making a unique and
important contribution to_society. (I am referring, O
course, to the League of Women Voters, as well as her
part-time teaching job.) My overall feeling is that I would
not have it any other way.” .

So you can conclude both children have been success-
fully brainwashed by their mother.

MY children might bave been just as happy as they

As my children grew up, I had more time for outside
work. Much of my “outside” work_for the League 0
Women Voters was actually done within my home during
the day. When 1 took my first paying job, 1 asked my hus-
band what he thought of my taking it. He said he couldn’t
see what difference it made whether 1 worked twenty-five
hours for pay for the Township or twenty-five hours for no

10

pay for the League of Women Voters. Now I work twenty
to twenty-five hours for Douglass College and twenty to
twenty-five hours for the League of Women Voters.

Dorothy Levis Munroe "44

career for the past four years has been on an indivi-
dual basis. My younger som, twelve, has found a
measure of security in having a mother who not only
understands the “new math” but teaches it. Furthermore
the opportunity to earn twenty-five cents a day for bed-
making and breakfast dish-washing chores has made my
teaching profitable for him. My older son, & college
sophomore, has been in school away from home during my
years of teaching so my activities have had for him little
effect other than the indirect one of providing for him in
the manner to which he has become accustomec. My
daughter, a senior in high school, lives in a world of books
and study and is undoubtedly grateful to those students
and papers responsible for keeping me out of her hair for
some precious hours each day.

There remain just two members of the family whose
adjustments to my outside employment have been some-
thing less than happy. First — and least important = the
family dog spends more hours on the chain in the back-
yard and less in the house than he would like, And last—
but most important —my profcssor-husband daily regrets
the loss of the heretofore unappreciated luxuries of phon-
ing for assistance in locating misplaced glasses, papers,
etc., and luncheon served for him, with or without guests,
at any time between the hours of 12 and 2.

On reading the above my daughter said, “Oh, come
now! Why don’t you tell the truth and admit that aside
from Dad missing you at lunch, the family could scarcely
distinguish the transition from your working as an unpai
member of the local Board of Education to your employ-
ment as a teacher by another Board of Education?”

THE family’s adjustment to my high school teaching
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Here Dorothy is practicing yet another
sport. In February 1968, the Munroes
and the McCormicks went to Pocono
Manor Inn in the Pocono Mountains of
Pennsylvania. Around this time, Dot was
doing the Canadian Women’s Airforce
exercises every morning at home.

Dinner at Pocono Manor Inn. Clockwise from front center: Michael Munroe, Dorothy Munroe,
Walter McEvilley, Peg McEvilley, Frank Nichols, Doris Nichols, Richard McCormick, Katheryne
McCormick, and John Munroe. This was a core group that entertained together from college
days. All were bridge players and life long friends.
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The Match of the Century.
Dorothy Munroe bets her
year’s salary against $25 that
she could beat the new assis-
tant principal in Tennis.

The students loved the story.
The article is from “The
Buzz,” Newark High School.
May 29, 1974. Dorothy

wins again!

photo by Dsbarpe
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When the children got older, Dorothy went back to work.
The chemistry that she had learned was now out of date
but her math skills were still top notch. After several
semesters of tutoring and then substitute teaching, she
was hired at Newark High School. As a math teacher,
she had a reputation as a tough but fair teacher. She
tolerated no nonsense in the classroom but kept the
students happy between classes sponsoring a boys cooking
club that was very popular. She also sponsored a table
tennis activity and later became the boy’s tennis coach.
This photo is from September, 1972.

qwﬂch‘”"

There weren’t many young men who could beat her on the court. She made it look
easy. At 58 in 1980 she still is still a tough competitor.
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Thirty two years later in
August, 1977 Dot and John
are happy once again to be
back in Siasconset, on
Nantucket Island. They
returned often to Cape Cod
over the years. Katheryne and
Dick bought their summer
home on Julian Road in
Harwichport, and later Dot
and John bought their summer
home on Ruth Lane in
Harwich. These houses were
often visited in the summers
by their friends.
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Dot is always ready for a new adventure. Carol and Dorothy at Longwood Gardens.
Here she is on her moped at Christmas, 1979.



August, 1985. A Cape Cod reunion of close friends from the class of 1944 of the
Women’s College of the University of North Carolina (now the University of North
Carolina at Greensboro). 1st row, left to right: Sue Nacher Glenn, Dorothy Levis
Munroe, Nancy Kirby West.

2nd row, left to right: Katheryne Levis McCormick, Elizabeth (Buffy) Clay Garlicks,
Betty Hulligan Moebes.

Vice President George Bush came to the University of Delaware to receive an hon-
orary degree sometime in 1982-1988. Here is shaking hands with Mrs. Pearson.
Dr. Pearson is in the background behind John Munroe. Dorothy and John are next
in line.



On June 13, 1991 the Newark Post ran a feature story about the amazing Dorothy Munroe. Pictures on page
26 clockwise from bottom left: Dot on wheels, Dorothy with U.S. Senator William Roth during a senior intern
program in Washington which Dorothy was a participant, Dot at home. The bottom right is a snapshot showing

her at home with her bicycle.
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Dorothy also used her mathematical skills to help
prepare taxes as part of a volunteer program
with the IRS. When filling out her own taxes,
Dorothy was audited several times. The IRS also
discovered that she was hard to beat. At the last
audit, the auditor declined to attend the meeting
to avoid further embarrassment, sending an
assistant to concede defeat. Tenacious.

Her sister Katheryne also was active in local New
Jersey politics and worked as a volunteer tax pre-
parer as well. Katheryne was for many years
Registrar at the Rutgers University campus. As
such, she managed the largest bus system in the
state and made sure that classroom utilization
was efficient. She always demonstrated a sense
of fairness and efficiency that may have had its
roots in “You cut, and I'll choose.” Her son
Richard McCormick joined the history depart-
ment at Rutgers, following in his father’s foot-
steps. Richard became dean of the college and
then moved to become Regent of the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. From there he
accepted a position as president of the University

of Washington.
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Delawane Association of

Retired Faculty are (from left,
seabed) Dorothy Munroe,
secrefary; and Ralph Staiger,
chairperson; {from beft, :.'t.lnl:'llnﬂ:l
Roy Bylandes, former chairperson;
and John Wriston, who
coordinates special activities. Mot
present wene Dorothy Moser, vice

L cading the University of

chairperson; and Ellert Chance,
editor of the UDARF newsletter.
The group will present Robin
Morgamn, ankmal amd food
sriences, speaking on “An
Urverview of Biotechnology as
Related to the Chicken Indstry, ™
gt the Ot 7 huncheon meseting in
Clayton Hall. For infermation,
call Staiger at T31-4218. a

Dorothy continues to be associated with the University that

she first came to in 1944.
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“Son, your mother is a remarkable woman.”



